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Artistic Statement

Empty Spaces is a  la rg e -s c a le  c o m p u te rm u s ic  w o rk .

La rge  sca le  c o m p u te rm u s ic  w o rks  ca n  su ffe r fro m  d ra w b a c k s :
exhau s tive  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  t im b re  a t the  expense  o f  s tru c tre , 

a n d  s h o rta g e  o f  m a te ria ls  to  susta in  a lo n g  t im e s p a n .

Empty Spaces ta c k le s  th e  p ro b le m  o f c re a tin g  a expanded form in an  a g e  
w here  fas te r an d  sh o rte r a re  d e m a m d e d  by o u r m e d ia  p u b lic , by h a rn e ss in g  
th e  c re a tiv e  p o w e r o f  n a tu ra l e n v iro n m e n ts .

Empty Spaces w ill tra n sp o rt you to  m a n y  d if fe re n t p la ce s , so m e  p o p u la te d , 
so m e  extrem e ly deso la te . A t tim es you m ay fee l th a t you a re  the  o n ly  h u m a n  
p re se n ce  in a vast, d r if it in g  la n d s c a p e .

Fam ilia rity , a n d  c o m p u te r m us ic 's  e ffo rtless a b ility  to  ta k e  s o u n d  s o u n d  o u t 
o f it's  o r ig in a l con tex t a re  m y s tructu ra l a llies . Th is is n o  c la ss ica l re -w o rk in g  
o f p re -d ig ita l s y m p h o n ic  fo rm , ye t the  w o rk  is t ig h tly  c o n s tru c te d . Y o u  c a n  
n e v e r  b e  su re  th a t  y o u r  im a g in a t io n  is in  a  s a fe  s p a c e .
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Programme Note

Empty Spaces is a powerful environm enta l e lectroacoustic  w o rk , on a la rge scale. 
C lim a tic  qualities o f w a ter and ice perm eate the structure, d riv ing la rge  scale 
freezing and thaw ing motions. The sharp frac tu ring  o f tw igs and the e rra tic  activity 
o f insects evoke a vast, unstable na tura l env ironm en t in which hum an presence is 
flee ting .

The w o rk  has five sections:

1: Inside (id 2)
2 : T idepoo ls (id 3)
3 : Freezeover (id 4)
4 : Scatter (id 5)
5 : W aterspaces (id 6)

Tape Information

There is a three m inute preview  o f the w o rk  a t (id 1 ) on the d a t tape  to  assist the 
jury. Empty Spaces com m ences a t id 2 .

levels!

As this piece conta ins som e loud transients, it has been recorded a t a low er level 
than usual (peaks a t -6dB). If you are listening on stud io qua lity  equ ipm ent, then 
please increase the over-a ll listening level.
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Performance

It d o e s  n o t m a tte r w h e re  o r  h o w  th is  w o rk  is p e r fo rm e d . Em pty S paces is a 

w o rk  about space . The structu re  o f th e  w o rk  has been  d e s ig n e d  to  p e rm its  it's  

use as

- a n  in s ta lla t io n

S im ply insta ll 4  loudspeake rs  in an y  s p a ce : o u ts id e , o r  in s id e . T h e  w o rk  

is p a r t ic u la r ly  p o w e rfu l in sm a ll e n c lo s e d  e n v iro n m e n ts  such as ho te l 

lo b b ie s , o r  c a fe  e n tra n ce s .

( a spec ia l A D A T  ta p e  is a v a ia b le  c o n ta in in g  p re -s e t a u to m a tic  re -w in d  

p o in ts . M u s ic a l c o n te n t is exac tly  the  sa m e  as th is su b m iss io n .)

- a  p e rs o n a l w o rk

Em pty sp aces  has been  e n g in e e re d  to  s o u n d  g o o d  in y o u r  ca r, o r  on  

y o u r W a lk m a n . It do es  n o t ne ed  a b s o lu te  s tu d io  c o n d it io n s  fo r  you  to  

be  a b le  to  e n jo y  it.

- a  c o n c e r t  w o rk

H o w e v e r, th e  a u d ie n c e  s h o u ld  be  e n c o u ra g e d  to  s ta n d  u p , m o ve  

a ro u n d , o r  even lea ve  the  a u d ia to r iu m  (som e sp a ce s , like  to d a y 's  

society, can a p p e a r dense o r  in t im id a tin g  d u e  to  th e ir  sca le ) to  re tu rn  a t 

a la te r t im e .
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Tethnieal Information

-for information only

C re a te d  w ith a S ilicon G raph ics  Ind igo  w orksta tion runn ing the com poser's  own 
so ftw are (sound spa tia lisa tion , phase -vocod ing ), and freew are  packages from  

N oT A M 's  pub lic  ftp  site (ftp :/ /n o ta m .u io .n o /p u b /s g i).

The w o rk  was realised a t the C om poser's  stud io , York, 1 9 9 8 .

ftp://notam.uio.no/pub/sgi

