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In troduc t ion

H alf a c e n tu ry  has passed since the  g lo b e - ju n g le  f i r s t  appeared. It can 
now  be seen in most ne ighborhoods and all Japanese have a m em ory  o f  p lay ing 
on it. C h ild ren  become absorbed while  p lay ing  on the  g lo b e - ju n g le :  some 
tu rn  it p o w e r fu l ly  using th e ir  whole body, some c ling  on to  the  top , and some 
squat down inside. One day, an insp ira t ion  was born fo r  th is  a r tw o rk  fro m  
the  g lo b e - ju n g le  when the  s i lh o u e tte  o f ch ild ren  p lay ing  on the  g lo b e - ju n g le  
appeared like co n t inen ts : the  c irc l in g  shadows looked as a m in ia tu r ize d  Earth .

W hat i f  the  ch ild ren  p lay ing  on th is  p layground  to y  reappeared  in the  same 
place a t n ig h t?
W hat i f  th is  p layg round  to y  can also mean som eth ing  to  adu lts  as well as to  
ch i ld ren?

These kind o f th o u g h ts  gave th is  p layground  to y  a n o th e r  pe rspe c t ive  -  the  
g lo b e - ju n g le  as a v isua l ins ta l la t ion .



G lobe-Jung le  = In te r face

Images o f  ch ild ren  in the  day t im e  appear on ha lf o f the  g lo b e - ju n g le ,  and the  
park  scenery  f i lm e d  f ro m  inside o f the  g lo b e - ju n g le  on the  c o u n te r  ha lf.
This w ill appeal to  people 's com m on fee lings  as an in te r fa c e  link ing  tw o  
c o m p a ra t iv e ly  d is ta n t  spectac les : day and n ig h t in a park, inside and outs ide 
o f  a p layg round  toy , and the  v iew ers ' past and presen t.
A nos ta lg ic  il lusion is c re a te d  by: the  use o f the  new est p ro je c t io n  
techno logy , the  ro ta t io n  o f a p r im it iv e  ob jec t,  and the  re su lt o f  an 
a f te r im a g e  on one's re t in a .  This unique d im ensional sensation is new as 
well as old, and obscures the  d iv is ion be tw een  the  usual and unusual, real 
and v ir tu a l  -  som eth ing  w h ich  canno t be experienced  on any ex is t in g  screen 
today.





I f t

Park = Medium

Most g lo b e - ju n g le s  are in res iden tia l areas in parks w h ich  can be called 
"town parks."
In re ce n t years, th e  Japanese Park and G reene ry  A d m in is t ra t io n  is chang ing  
the  names o f  th e  parks f ro m  "ch ild ren 's park" to  " tow n park" in o rde r to  
develop them  as a m u lt i - fu n c t io n a l  p lace fo r  com m un ica t ion  fo r  young people 
and the  e lde rly  as well as fo r  ch ild ren  to  play. In th is  c o n te x t ,  the  park 
w he re  the  in s ta l la t io n  is shown can be th o u g h t o f as a m edium fo r  people to  
com m un ica te . Now, a pa rk  n e tw o rk  is in progress to  c re a te  a "town park" 
eve ry  250 m eters , w here  the  g lo b e - ju n g le  w ill be in the  c e n te r  a c t in g  as a 
sym bolic  in te r fa c e .



Reinterpretation of the concept of "interactivity"

For th is  a r tw o rk ,  in te ra c t iv i ty  w ith  com pu te rs  or sensors is no t im p o rta n t.  
But ra th e r ,  th ro u g h  the  ac tion  o f the  in te ra c t iv e  v ie w e r tu rn in g  the  
g lo b e - ju n g le  by onese lf, one can en joy how well the  images appear and 
f l ic k e r ,  w h ich  is a o n e - t im e  experience  accom pan ied  by physical sensations. 
The ac tion  o f  tu rn in g  the  g lo b e - ju n g le  w ill becom e the  m eeting  po in t w ith  
one's own ch ildhood m em ories. A space w ill em erge w here  techno lo g ica l 
re co rd in g  and people's m em ory  will l ink and n a tu ra l ly  fuse to g e th e r .  A 
o n e -n ig h t  in s ta l la t io n  in a ne ighborhood park  w ill a c t as a b r idge  be tw een  
m em ories and fee lings  beyond t im e  and space. It w ill s t i r  up r ich  
im ag in ings and fee lings  o f  those who happen to  be th e re , w h ich  will in tu rn  
tou ch  m em ories o f one's you th  as well as p r im ord ia l m em ories o f w h ich  Man 
knows abou t the  shape o f  Earth . And th is  occu rre n ce  w ill become an 
experience  w h ich  w ill p e n e tra te  in to  people's eve ryday  life.
This k ind o f exchange  and c irc u la t io n  system  has t ru ly  the  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f 
" in te ra c t iv i ty "  w h ich  th is  a r tw o rk  po rtra ys .



Today 's  so c ie ty  is ab und an t in in fo rm a t io n  tech no lo gy , w h ich  is w eaken ing  our 
physica l senses. The "scenery  m ock ing  Earth" w he re  ch ild ren  c o n c e n tra te  all 
th e i r  ene rgy  on en joy ing  the  dizziness as well as the  th r i l ls ,  conveys many 
messages to  us.



The G lo b e -Ju n g le  P ro je c t  is an ongo ing  p ro je c t  to  le t the  ne ighborhood 
p e op le (w ith in  w a lk ing  d is tance) d ire c t ly  expe r ience  the  messages t ra n s m it te d  
f ro m  the  g lo b e - ju n g le  in s ta l la t io n  in to w n  parks in d i f fe re n t  regions. The 
shape o f the  in s ta l la t io n  va r ies  f ro m  place to  p lace depending on its 
su rround ings , and c re a te s  a new space fo r  com m un ica t ion  as an ex tens ion  o f 
eve ryday  life .
A ne ighborhood  pa rk  m aking a connec t ion  w ith  Earth , in o th e r  words, 
in tro d u c in g  a new  dimension to  link local and g lobal is the  main con cep t of 
th is  p ro je c t .



Objects, Equipment, and Method

6,000

speaker speaker

speaker speaker

G lo b e - ju n g le  (eas ily  d ism antled  and rem ovab le )
Tw o D LP (D ig ita l L ig h t  P rocess ing) p ro je c to rs  (made by PLUS)
Tw o d ig ita l  v ideo cam eras 
A m p li f ie r  speaker

Film the  ch ild ren  p lay ing  on the  g lo b e - ju n g le ,  and th e  scenery  f ro m  inside 
the  g lo b e - ju n g le  in th e  day tim e . A t  n ig h t - t im e ,  p ro je c t  these images fro  
oppos ite  d ire c t io n s  using tw o  p ro je c to rs ,  using the  a f te r im a g e  o f the  
s t ru c tu re  th a t  occu rs  f ro m  th e  ro ta t io n  o f the  g lo b e - ju n g le  as the  
sc reen( ins tead  o f  p re p a r in g  a screen on the  g lo b e - ju n g le ) .



\ n

Background of the g lobe-jung le

In 1951, a Japanese to y  maker N itto  Industry Corpora tion developed the f i rs t  
g lobe - jung le  which made a big hit as a moving playground toy  and became 
popular in the parks, k indergartens, and e lem entary schools all over Japan. 
Over ten thousand have been m anufactured , including those made by o ther 
makers, and all Japanese people are fam ilia r  w ith  its existence. Even a f te r  
half a cen tu ry  has passed since its creation, engineers can still see 
possibilities o f it as an e ffe c t ive  com munication tool and still have hopes 
to  develop it fo r  the next generation. However, they  have been decreasing 
in recent years due to  the  in troduction  o f new combination playground toys 
and indications th a t  it may be a fo rm  o f danger(m ostly  decided by 
ove rp ro tec t ive  mothers bu t there  are fe w  records o f major accidents).



Globe-Jungle Project in Korea



Globe F inder  2001

Device fo r  seeing the  v ie w  o f the  park  f ro m  inside th e  ro ta t in g  Globe Jungle.
plastic ball, video camera, mirror box, lenz

V iew  f ro m  inside the  Globe Jungle

mirror box

le n z  15mm

DVcam era(L.C .D .)

plastic ball 230mm



History  o f the P ro jec t

July 2001 "Method of the see -th roug h  playground toy" Insta lla tion a r tw ork  
is c reated in the artis t 's  own neighborhood park(Akam atsu Park, Setagaya, Tokyo)

August 2001 'Hall o f Fame' selected by Toshio Iwai fo r  "D igita l Stadium" NHK BS1

December 2001 D igital Stadium Award 2001, NHK BS1

January 2002 "G lobe-Jungle Project" commences
Homepage opens(w w w .m abatak i.com )

February 11~ 17, 2002 G lobe-jung le  research activ it ies(32  locations in Kyushu area)

March 1, 2002 Insta lla tion exh ib it ion in Minami Park(Hiji Town, Oita)

March 2, 2002 Insta lla tion exh ib it ion in Sakika ta  Park(H irado City, Nagasaki)

March 21, 2002 Insta lla tion exh ib it ion in Akamatsu Park(Setagaya, Tokyo)

April 2002 Plan to exh ib it an insta lla tion in Korea
Ongoing f ie ld  survey and co llecting in fo rm ation  about the g lobe - jung le  on the 
web site, and insta lla tion exhibitions nation wide in Japan.

http://www.mabataki.com
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