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Revisionland

and its related audio work presented to Ars Prix Electrónica called:

"SCOTCH MONSTERS”

Description

The Revisionland project is layered with several ideas that push and pull at each other.
The first idea was of the full size English Garden in the gallery, with mushroom shaped 
speakers buried in the dirt playing a multichannel audio work that would blend the reality and 
fantasy of the site. Next came the revision of the audio piece so it could go out into other 
listening spaces instead of keeping it tied to the garden. With the slow addition of 
web specific words and images, as well as future plans to reconstruct the garden, this piece 
is growing up and out.

Here are the core ideas tugging around the organic digital broth :

Landscape.
Colonialism, foot and mouth (foot in mouth?)
Myth, slipping yet surviving in the cracks.
Complaining, loving and rejoicing. (As seen in the traditional subjects of Celtic Music:
"lament”, "ballad”, "jigs” and "reels”)

Outline of the Revisionland project.

1. The full installation located in the Changing Room, Scotland November to December 2001.
2. The revised audio work, here presented to Ars Prix Electrónica as a CDr. This piece will later 
be released as a 12” vinyl record on Bottrop Boy of Germany. Along with our CDr, we hand 
painted the package as a further edition to the project and how it could react to situations 
such as this contest itself. By using oil paint that will soak through and rot the paper in a few 
years, we are making a unique lifelike object with "aura” as opposed to sending the Ars Prix jury 
the mass produced cover that most digital music comes prepackaged in.

"Scotch Monsters”.

The elements of this audio piece are as follows:
1. Recordings of wind, rain, rocks, dogs, birds, people on the beach, rivers, and mountains 
from Perthshire, Clackmannanshire Coast, Aloa, Dollar Glen, Stirling, and Glasgow, Scotland.
2. Recordings from the gallery: rock path, fountain, and the opening night accordion player
3. DSP and multitrack composition in an abstract story-telling format, organic digital processing, 

divided into two tracks:
a. Earth Spirits.
b. Water Spirits.

All information about Scotch Monsters taken from the online homepages of hundreds of Scottish- American, Scotland 
Heritage aficionados. We chose Scottish Monsters which have specific sounds warning of their presence. FuU”monster” 
information is available on the insert located within the CDr package.

The composition and technique of both the installation itself and the audio on the CD springs from our 
wish to combine old and new ideas into a comprehensible whole. Concrete, DSP, some improvisation 
at times, and meditative compositional techniques are all employed as necessary.
Despite so many elements, the audio work is actually quite simple and concise That is, the process 
takes a conceptual beginning, uses formal sculptural/computer audio techniques to flesh out the 
actual details, and finally the presentation is a hybrid state of audio, text, image, and imagination 
that is computer, fantasy, real life, and a total lie, like any contemporary tale ought to be.

alejandra and aeron, La Rioja, Spain 2002



S id e  A - E a r t h  S p i r i t s :

1. H e n k i e s : n i c k n a m e  g i v e n  t o  S h e t l a n d  T r o w s . T h e y  a r e  s m a l l , g r o t e s q u e  p e o p l e  w h o  l im p  (o r  h e n k )
W H EN  T H E Y  W ALK. TH E IR  M USIC IS CAPTIVATIN G  B U T  TH EIR  DANCIN G  IS O D D -T H E Y  CLASP TH EIR  HANDS AR O UN D  
TH EIR  KNEES. T H E Y  C O N JU R E  UP STO R M S  BY TH EIR  R ES TLES S N ES S . T H E  W EA TH ER  IS O N LY  FINE W H E N  T H E Y  ARE 
ASLEEP .

2 .  T h e  R e d  C a p s : S m a l l  d w a r f s  w i t h  r e d  e y e s  a n d  r e d  c a p s . T h e  R e d  C a p s ' m a in  o c c u p a t i o n  is

CO LO U R IN G  TH EIR  CAPS, W H IC H  T H E Y  DYE W ITH  HUM AN B LO O D . A S  S O O N  AS T H E  B L O O D  DRIES A N D  T H E  C O LO U R  
FAD ES, TH E  R E D  C A P S  L O O K  FO R  NEW  VICTIM S. T H E Y  A LS O  F O R E TE L L  DISASTERS BY MAKING A  LO U D  N O ISE LIKE T H E  
BEATIN G  O F  FLAX.

3 .  B o g g i e : A l t h o u g h  t h e  t r y t o  m o v e  w i t h  a t t e m p t e d  s t e a l t h , t h e i r  c l u m s i n e s s  b e t r a y s  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e
W ITH TH UM P S, CREAKS A N D  S C U F F L E S .

4 .  T H E  L I T T L E  W A S H E R  O F  S O R R O W : S H E IS SO M ETIM ES C A LLED  T H E  L ITTL E  W A S H E R  A T  T H E  F O R D . S H E  C A N  BE 
HEARD W AILING BY TH E  RIVERSIDE AS SH E W A S H ES  T H E  C L O TH E S  O F  T H E  MAN D ESTIN ED  FO R  D EA TH .

5 .  b a i s d  b h e u l a c h  : A  s h a p e s h i f t i n g  d e m o n  w h o  h a u n t e d  t h e  O d a i l  P a s s  o n  t h e  i s l e  o f  S k y e . 
S o m e t i m e s  t h e y  t a k e  t h e  s h a p e  o f  s h e e p . It s  h o w l s  c a n  b e  h e a r d  in  t h e  n i g h t .

6 .  F a i r i e  H u n t e r s : F r o m  t h e  m o u n t a i n s , m ix in g  w i t h  t h e  t r a m p  o f  h o r s e s , t h e  m u s i c  o f  t h e  h o r n , a n d
TH E  CHEER ING O F  T H E  H U N TSM EN , YOU C A N  HEAR A  CR EW  O F  TH IR TEE N  FAIRY H U N TER S, D RESSED IN G REEN . T H E  
SILVER B O S S E S  O F  TH EIR  BRIDLES JIN G LE IN T H E  N IG H T BREEZE

7 .  T r o o p i n g  F a i r i e s : S c o t t i s h  e l v e s  w h o  d a n c e  in  g r o u p s , y o u  k n o w  t h e y  a r e  a p p r o a c h i n g  b y  t h e
S O U N D  O F  TH EIR  L ITTL E  BELLS.

8 .  F e a r  L i a t h  M o r e : F e a r  L ia t h  M o r e  o r  t h e  G r a y  m a n , is  a  c r e a t u r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  i n h a b i t e d  t h e  v i c i n i t y
O F TH E SUMMIT CAIRN O F BEN M ACDHUI, ONE O F THE SIX PEAKS O F TH E SC O TTIS H  CAIRMGORM MOUNTAINS. TH E
G r a y  M a n  is  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a  p r e s e n c e  e n c o u n t e r e d  b o t h  p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  p s y c h i c a l l y , a s  w e l l  a s  a  h ig h

PITCH ED  SO U N D , OR T H E  S IN G IN G  AS IT  IS SO M ETIM ES CA LLED .

S id e  B - W a t e r  S p i r i t s :

1 . S e l k i e s : t h e  m a l e  s e l k i e s  c a u s e  s t o r m s  a n d  t u r b u l e n c e  t o  w r e c k  s h i p s  a n d  o v e r t u r n  t h e  b o a t s  o f
S E A L  H U N TER S A N D  FISHERM EN. TH E IR  S TR E N G TH  CO M ES FROM T H E  SM ALL B ELL SHAPED W A TER  FU N G U S  TH E Y  EAT.

2 .  D U N T E R S :  T H O U G H T  T O  CO M E FROM  T H E  SEA, D U N TE R S  H A U N T T H E  O LD  PEEL TO W E R S  A N D  BORDER KEEPS O N  
TH E  S C O T C H -E N G L IS H  BORDER. TH E IR  PR ESEN CE IS KN O W N  BY THEIR F R E Q U E N T TH UM PIN G  NOISE. IT  IS SAID T H A T  
W H EN  T H E  TH UM PIN G  N OISE GRO W S LOUD ER IT  IS AN O M EN O F  D EA TH  OR M ISFO R TUNE. (O F T E N  R ELA TED  T O  EN G LISH  
C O L O N IA L  ACTIVITY.)

3 .  T h e  b l u e  M e n  o f t h e  M i n c h  : T h e y  l iv e  in  c a v e s  u n d e r  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  M i n c h , t h e  c h a n n e l  
t h r o u g h  t h e  " C h a r m e d  Is l a n d s " o f t h e  H e b r i d e s , t h e  c h a n n e l  is  a l s o  c a l l e d  t h e  " C u r r e n t  o f  
D e s t r u c t i o n ," b e c a u s e  t h e y  s a y  t h e  b l u e  m e n  s t i r  u p  t h e  w a v e s  b y  t h e i r  i n c e s s a n t  s w i m m i n g . T h e  B l u e  
m e n  m a y  a t t a c k  s h i p s  o r  s a i l o r s  w h o  h a v e  m i s t r e a t e d  t h e  S e l k i e s  a n d  o t h e r  S e a f o l k .

4 .  E A C H - l l I S G E  - T H E  NAME FO R  T H E  H IG H LAN D  SU PER N ATU RAL W A TER  HO RSE, SU PP O SED LY T H E  M O S T 
D A N G ER O U S O F  T H E  S C O T T IS H  W A TER  D W ELLIN G  CR EATU RES. T H E  E A C H  U lS G E HAD T H E  ABILITY T O  SHAPE SH IFT, 
A N D  C O U L D  DISGUISE ITS E L F  AS A  FINE HO RSE OR PONY. IF A  MAN W AS T O  M O U N T T H E  H O RSE, IT  W O U L D  IM M EDIATELY 
S E T  O F F  IN TO  TH E  D EE P ES T PART O F T H E  L O C H , T H E  RIDER BEING UN ABLE T O  FREE HIM SELF B E C A U S E O F T H E  
ADHESIVE Q UA LITIES  O F  T H E  C R EA TU R E'S  SKIN. O N C E  DEEP UN D ERW ATER, T H E  U N F O R TU N A TE  VICTIM  W O U L D  DROW N, 
A N D  BE DEVO UR ED  C O M P LE TE LY  A PA R T FROM  TH E  LIVER, W HICH W O U L D  F L O A T  A SH O R E, A  SURE SIGN T H A T T H E  
W A TER  H O R SE HAD CLAIM ED A N O TH E R  VICTIM . W A R N E D  TR AVELER S LISTEN  FO R  T H E  O N LY  S O U N D  W HIC H BETRAYS 
T H A T  TH IS  "H O R S E " IS IN TH E  VICINITY: T H E  R A TTLIN G  O F  TH E CHAINS W ITH  W H ICH  TH E  SPIRIT IS CO VERED .

5 .  N U C K E L A V E E  : T H E  M O S T G RU ESO M E M O N S TER  O F  TH EM  A LL. A  HORRIBLE M O N STER  W H O  CAM E O U T  O F  TH E  
SEA, HALF-M AN A N D  HALF-HO RSE, W ITH  A  BR EA TH  LIKE PES TILEN CE AND N O  SKIN O N  ITS BODY, LEAVING ITS INNER 
W O RKIN GS O O ZING  AND O N  DISPLAY. T H E  O N LY  S EC U R ITY  FROM  IT W AS T H A T  IT C O U L D  N O T  FA C E T H E  S O U N D  OR TH E  
S IG H T O F  RUNNING W ATER. H E  MAKES AN  A W F U L  ROARING S O U N D  T H A T  CAN  BE HEAR MILES AWAY.

S c o t c h  M o n s t e r s  b y  A l e j a n d r a  a n d  A e r o n
RECORDINGS MADE IN STIRLING, GLASGOW , DOLLAR GLEN, ALOA, PERTHSHIRE, CLACKMANNANSHIRE C O A S T, AND A 
FEW UNKNOWN STOPS ALONG TH E WAY: SC O TLAN D . TH IS  IS TH E  FINAL AUDIO REVISION FROM THEIR INSTALLATION:

■REVISIONLAND"
a t  t h e  C h a n g i n g  R o o m  G a l l e r y , S t i r l i n g , O c t o b e r  2 0 0 1  ( S P O N S O R E D  B Y  T H E  S C O T T I S H  A R T  C O U N C I L ) .  
A l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r n e t  f r o m  t h e  s i t e s  o f  S c o t t i s h -a m e r i c a n  h e r i t a g e  a f i c i o n a d o s . 
T h a n k s  t o  D i s k o n o , K i r s t e e n , R o b e r t , a n d  t h e  t h u m p i n g  D u n t e r s .


