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Javier Alvarez has been a member of prestigious British ensembles such as Metanoia, Circle
and the West Square Electronic Music Ensemble. He is also known for his involvement in Sonic
Arts Network and for his innovative productions of high-tech and multimedia events. His catalogue
includes works for the concert hall, the stage, dance, film and TV. He has taught composition and
computer music technology at the Royal College of Music and the Guildhall School of Music in
London.

Born in 1956, he studied clarinet and compasition in his native Mexico. In 1980 he began to
pursue further studies abroad first in the United States in Milwauke (University of Wisconsin)
and then, on a British Council Scholarship, at the Royal College of Music in London, where he has
lived since 198 1. He now shares his time between London and Mexico City, where he is also active.

In the last few years his work has attracted international acclaim and has been performed and
commissioned by leading orchestras, ensembles and performers around the world. It has been
heard and broadcast in France, Japan, Spain, Scandinavia, as well as in the United States and in
Latin America. International honours have included the 1987 ICEM prize, awarded to Papalot]
for piano and computer, and prizes in the Bourges Competition ( 1985-87-89) and the Prix Ars
Electronica ( 1988). He has been the recipient of the Mendelssohn Scholarship, the Lionel Robbins
Award and the 1988-89 Gemini Fellowship, the mest notable distinction for young composers in
the UK. In 1991 he was awarded a Fellowship from the Mexican Endowment for the Arts and
Culture (FNCA).

Soon to be written after are commissions for the New London Chamber Choir in England; for
trombonist Yinko Globokar, the Ensemble I'ltineraire and the Group de Recherche Musicale in
France; for the Cuarteto Latinoamericano in Pittsburgh, and for Eduardo Mata and the Chamber
Orchestra Solistas de México.
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