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All  o f  my wor k ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  p a i n t i n g s  I m a d e  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  us ing  

3D s o f t wa r e ,  is c o n c e r n e d  with c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a p a r t i c u l a r  v i s ion o f  the  wor ld .  

I do  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t hese  i ma ge s ,  ' The  D r o w n i n g  ( Fa l l i ng  f r o m  O n e  in to  the Ot he r ) '  

a nd  ' Th e  Y e a r n i n g ' ,  to be  c o m p u t e r  g r a p h i c s  or  c o m p u t e r  ar t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  ar t  c r e a t e d  

t h r o u g h  c o m p u t e r  t e c h n o l o g y .  I cal l  t h e m  3D s t i l l - i m a g e s  f o r  t hey  a re  es sen t i a l l y  

f r a m e s  o f  3D vi r tua l  wor l ds .  T h e y  were  m a d e  i n t e r a c t i v e l y  wi th t he  3D a n i m a t i o n  

s o f t wa r e  S O F T I M A G E .  In my r e s e a r c h  I am c o n s t a n t l y  p u s h i n g  the  so f t war e ' s  

c a p a c i t y  as an i n t u i t i ve  a nd  e m o t i o n a l l y  e xp r e s s i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  f o r  it is this  

c a p a c i t y  t ha t  I va lue  mos t .

In t e r ms  o f  c o n t e n t ,  t hese  i ma g e s  a re  the  f r u i t s  o f  an o n g o i n g  q u e s t  f o r  an 

u n d e r l y i n g  un i t y  o f  n a t u r e  a nd  p s y c h e .  F u e l e d  by  a de s i r e  to c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  

l iv ing  in a wor l d  t ha t  has  b e c o m e  d e - s a c r a l i z e d  a nd  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e r e f t  o f  u n t a i n t e d  

wild p l ac e s ,  thi s  work  is an a t t e m p t  to e x p r e s s  a nd  r e - a f f i r m  o u r  sp i r i t ua l  

e m b e d d e d n e s s  in n a t u r e .  As s uch ,  t hes e  i ma g e s  a re  i n t e n d e d  to ha ve  a h i e r o p h a n i c  

( ie ' m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t he  s a c r e d ' )  q u a l i t y .

I n t e r ac t i v e  3D s o f t war e  ( a n d  I s h o u l d  s pe c i f y  S O F T I M A G E  b e c a u s e  my c rea t i ve  

m e t h o d  is d e p e n d e n t  on  it a nd  was in f ac t  b o r n  f r o m  it) e n a b l e s  me  to v i r t ua l l y  

e m b o d y  the m e t a p h o r i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t hes e  i ma g e s ,  b r i n g i n g  t he m a c r o s s  a t h r e s h o l d  

f r o m  the  r e a l m  o f  d i m  i n t u i t i o n  in to  a ' r ea l '  wor l d  o f  l i g h t  a nd  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  

f o r m .  By w o r k i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y  wi th s i m u l a t e d  l i gh t  a nd  s h a d o w  in v i r t ua l  3D space ,  

c o m b i n i n g  p h o t o - r e a l i s m  a n d  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  so l i d i t y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  v o l u m e  a n d  

spa t i a l  a m b i g u i t y ,  I am ab le  to i n t e g r a t e  s ub j e c t i ve  a nd  ob j e c t i v e ,  m e t a p h y s i c a l  and  

p h y s i c a l  r e a l ms ,  in a way t ha t  t e c h n i q u e  a nd  c o n t e n t  b e c o m e  s y n o n o m o u s .

S i mp l y  s t a t ed ,  my c r ea t i ve  m e t h o d  c ons i s t s  o f  m a k i n g  v o l u m e t r i c  f o r m s  and 

p o s i t i o n i n g  t he m with l i gh t s  a nd  c a m e r a  in a t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  scene .  

W o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  the so f t war e ' s  u s e r  i n t e r f a c e  with a wide  r a n g e  o f  p a r a m e t e r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose  r e l a t e d  to m a t e r i a l  s u r f a c e ,  l i gh t ,  a nd  c a m e r a  op t i c s ,  I d e v e l o p  a
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c o m p o s i t i o n  t ha t  e x p r e s s e s  my  i n t e n d e d  m e a n i n g .  T h e  i m a g e  evo l ves  ove r  m a n y  

a l t e r a t i o n s  a nd  p r ev i ews ,  a p r o c e s s  o f  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  c o n t r o l  and  s e r e n d i p i t y .  

When  I a r r i ve  at  an o p t i m u m  r esu l t ,  I do  a f i na l  r e n d e r i n g  at h i g h  r e s o l u t i o n ,  and 

r e c o r d  the  d i g i t a l  da t a  o n t o  f i l m.

On a n o t h e r  l evel ,  my  m e t h o d  i nvo l ves  c i r c u m v e n t i n g  the c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  l i ne a r  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  Ca r t e s i an  s pa ce  a nd  ob j ec t i v e  r ea l i s m ( p r o b a b l y  i n h e r e n t  to the 

c o m p u t e r  as p r o g e n y  o f  wes t e rn  c i v i l i z a t i o n )  in o r d e r  to c o l l a p s e  a c u l t u r a l l y -  

c r e a t e d  d i s t a n c e  be t we en  s u b j e c t - v i e we r  a nd  wor l d .  In thi s  l i gh t ,  my  r e s e a r c h  is 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  as it a t t e mp t s  to e x p r e s s  a n o n - d u a l i s t  w o r l dv i e w  whi ch  e n v i s i o n s  the 

h u m a n  s e l f  i n s i de  t he  ' n a t u r a l '  wor l d ,  a l ive a n d  f l o w i n g ,  e n v e l o p i n g  l ike  a w o m b .

At  t he  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  I p r e f e r  to e x h i b i t  t hes e  i m a g e s  as b a c k l i t  t r a n s p a r e n c i e s  in 

l i g h t b o x e s  s u s p e n d e d  in d a r k n e s s ,  in o r d e r  to r ec a l l  the  l u m i n o s i t y  o f  t he  c o m p u t e r  

s c r e e n  a n d  s u g g e s t  t he  r a d i a n t  n u m i n o s i t y  o f  a r c h e t y p e s .  It  is c o n c e i v a b l e  t ha t  in 

the  f u t u r e ,  I m a y  a t t e m p t  to e x t e n d  t hese  i ma g e s  f r o m  ' wi ndows '  i nto ' d o o r wa y s '  

t h r o u g h  whi c h  a v i ewer  ma y  e n t e r  v i r t ua l  w o r l ds  - b u t  f o r  now,  as f a r  as I am aware ,  

r e a l - t i m e  r e n d e r i n g  o f  such  e p h e m e r a l i t y  is b e y o n d  c u r r e n t  h a r d w a r e  c a p a c i t y .
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Al l  o f  my wor k ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  p a i n t i n g s  I m a d e  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  us i ng  

3D s o f t wa r e ,  is c o n c e r n e d  wi th c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a p a r t i c u l a r  v i s ion o f  the  wor l d .  

I do  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t hese  i ma g e s ,  ' Th e  D r o w n i n g  ( Fa l l i ng  f r o m  On e  into t he  O t h e r ) '  

a nd  ' The  Y e a r n i n g ' ,  to be  c o m p u t e r  g r a p h i c s  or  c o m p u t e r  ar t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  ar t  c r e a t e d  

t h r o u g h  c o m p u t e r  t e c h n o l o g y .  I cal l  t h e m  3D s t i l l - i ma g e s  f o r  t hey  a re  e s sen t i a l l y  

f r a m e s  o f  3D vi r t ua l  wor l ds .  T h e y  were  m a d e  i n t e r ac t i ve l y  wi th t he  3D a n i m a t i o n  

s o f t wa r e  S O F T I M A G E .  In m y  r e s e a r c h  I am c o n s t a n t l y  p u s h i n g  the so f t war e ' s  

c a p a c i t y  as an i n tu i t i ve  a nd  e m o t i o n a l l y  e xp r e s s i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  f o r  it is this 

c a p a c i t y  t ha t  I va lue  mos t .

In t e r ms  o f  c o n t e n t ,  t hese  i ma g e s  a re  the  f r u i t s  o f  an o n g o i n g  q u e s t  f o r  an 

u n d e r l y i n g  un i t y  o f  n a t u r e  a nd  p s y c h e .  F u e l e d  by a de s i r e  to c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  

l iv ing  in a wor l d  t ha t  has  b e c o m e  d e - s a c r a l i z e d  a nd  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e r e f t  o f  u n t a i n t e d  

wi ld p l ac e s ,  t hi s  work  is an a t t e mp t  to e x p r e s s  a nd  r e - a f f i r m  o u r  sp i r i t ua l  

e m b e d d e d n e s s  in n a t u r e .  As  s uc h ,  t hese  i m a g e s  are  i n t e n d e d  to ha ve  a h i e r o p h a n i c  

( ie  ' m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t he  s a c r e d ' )  qu a l i t y .

I n t e r ac t i v e  3D s o f t war e  ( a n d  I s h o u l d  s pe c i f y  S O F T I M A G E  b e c a u s e  my  c rea t i ve  

m e t h o d  is d e p e n d e n t  on  it a n d  was in f ac t  b o r n  f r o m  it) e n a b l e s  me  to v i r t ua l l y  

e m b o d y  the  m e t a p h o r i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t hes e  i ma g e s ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e m  a c r o s s  a t h r e s h o l d  

f r o m  the  r e a l m  o f  d i m i n t u i t i o n  into a ' r ea l '  wor l d  o f  l i gh t  a nd  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  

f o r m .  By w o r k i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y  wi th s i m u l a t e d  l i gh t  a nd  s h a d o w  in v i r t ua l  3D space ,  

c o m b i n i n g  p h o t o - r e a l i s m  a n d  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  s o l i d i t y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  v o l u m e  a n d  

spa t i a l  a m b i g u i t y ,  I am ab le  to i n t e g r a t e  s ub j e c t i ve  a nd  o b j e c t i v e ,  m e t a p h y s i c a l  and  

p h y s i c a l  r e a l m s ,  in a way t ha t  t e c h n i q u e  a nd  c o n t e n t  b e c o m e  s y n o n o m o u s .

S i mp l y  s t a t ed ,  my c rea t i ve  m e t h o d  c o n s i s t s  o f  m a k i n g  v o l u m e t r i c  f o r m s  and  

p o s i t i o n i n g  t h e m  with l i gh t s  a nd  c a m e r a  in a t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  s cene .  

W o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  the  s o f t war e ' s  u s e r  i n t e r f a c e  with a wide  r a n g e  o f  p a r a m e t e r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  r e l a t e d  to m a t e r i a l  s u r f a c e ,  l i gh t ,  a nd  c a m e r a  op t i c s ,  I d e v e l o p  a
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c o m p o s i t i o n  tha t  e x p r e s s e s  my i n t e n d e d  m e a n i n g .  T h e  i m a g e  evo l ve s  ove r  m a n y  

a l t e r a t i o n s  a nd  p r ev i ews ,  a p r o c e s s  o f  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  c o n t r o l  a nd  s e r e n d i p i t y .  

Whe n  I a r r i ve  at  an o p t i m u m  r es u l t ,  I do  a f i na l  r e n d e r i n g  at h i g h  r e s o l u t i o n ,  a nd  

r e c o r d  the d i g i t a l  da t a  o n t o  f i l m.

On a n o t h e r  l evel ,  my  m e t h o d  i nvo l ve s  c i r c u m v e n t i n g  the  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  l i n e a r  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  Ca r t e s i an  space  a nd  o b j ec t i v e  r e a l i s m ( p r o b a b l y  i n h e r e n t  to the 

c o m p u t e r  as p r o g e n y  o f  wes t e rn  c i v i l i z a t i on )  in o r d e r  to c o l l a p s e  a c u l t u r a l l y -  

c r e a t e d  d i s t a n c e  be t we en  s u b j e c t -v i ew e r  a nd  wor l d .  In thi s  l i gh t ,  my  r e s e a r c h  is 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  as it a t t e mp t s  to e x p r e s s  a n o n - d u a l i s t  wo r l d v i e w  whi ch  e n v i s i o n s  the 

h u m a n  se l f  i n s i de  t he  ' n a t u r a l '  wor l d ,  al ive a nd  f l o w i n g ,  e n v e l o p i n g  l i ke  a wo mb .

A t^ th e  p r e s gn t  t ime ,  I p r e f e -r - to e x h i b i t  t hese  i m a g e s as ba c k l i t  t r a n s p a r e n c i e s  in— - 

l i g h t b o x > s - ^ s p e n d e d  in d a r k n e s s ,  in o r d e r  to r ec a l l  the  l u m i n o s i t y  o f  t he  c o m p u t e r  

screen a n d  s u g g e s t  t he  ra^TaTTt~Tmjiun_osity o f  a r c h e t y p e s .  It  is c o n c e i v a b l e  t ha t  in 

:he f u t u r e ,  I m a y  a t t e m p t  to e x t e n d  t h e s e i r f Ta ^ & s - i r o m  ' wi ndows '  i nto ' do o r wa y s '  

t h r o u g h  whi ch  a v i ewer  may  e n t e r  v i r t ua l  wo r l d s  - b u t  f o r  nowTare--iax_as__I am aware ,  

r e a l - t i me  r e n d e r i n g  o f  such  e p h e m e r a l i t y  is b e y o n d  c u r r e n t  h a r d w a r e  c a p a c i t y .
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