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“Locomotion”

“Locomotion” is the result of a desire to create an animation which could best be 
presented using the medium of computer graphics. The computer allowed us to give 
the piece a completely unique look. I wished to create a highly detailed computer model 
which would move according to the rules of traditional hand-drawn cel animation, 
while maintaining the perspective and realistic rendering style which the computer is 
known for.

It was important that the characters would convey all of their actions and 
emotions without the aid of any anthropomorphic characteristics such as a face, arms, 
or legs. The engine and caboose had to act in pantomime; we created a "body language" 
for these characters by having their real-world parts act like certain human features.

The final story emerged as a combination of many influences. “Locomotion” is 
our interpretation of die classic children's fable "The Little Engine That Could"; a story 
which conveys the moral virtues of determination and positive thinking.


