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ISRAELI WAR 
ON GAZA

2008-2009 caused major 
damage and collapse of 

sewage treatment, 
exacerbating effects 

of the siege.

HIGH RISK
26% of disease in Gaza 
is water-related.

OF WATER IS 
UNFIT FOR HUMAN 
CONSUMPTION
Almost all 117 municipal 
drinking water wells are 
heavily loaded with salts 
and other pollutants.

NEEDS & 
RIGHTS
Population needs far 
outstrip Gaza’s only 
accessible water source: 
the transboundary 
Coastal Aquifer, shared 
with Israel and Egypt. 
Under international law, 
Gaza is entitled to a 
much higher 'equitable 
& reasonable share'  
from within Israel.
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Without outside 
supplies the Strip is 
condemned to 
steadily overpump its 
groundwater.
Dropping water 
levels invite seawater 
intrusions from the 
coast and accelerate 
natural brackish 
groundwater inflows 
from the Negev. 

POLLUTION 
SOURCES & 
OVERABS-
TRACTION

NO REPAIR, NO 
DEVELOPMENT

Restrictions imposed by 
Israel and international 

aid actors on materials 
entry have led to a break 

down in water and 
sewage infrastructure, 

causing contamination 
of water supply.

BLACKOUTS
Fuel and electricity 

supplies are controlled 
impeding water supply 

and sewage treatment. 

HIGH NO3 LEVELS
Nitrate levels are 
above the WHO levels 
for safe consumption.

PREVENTABLE 
DEATH
Caused in extreme cases 
due to lack of clean and 
accessible drinking water 
and limited awareness.
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95% 

DISEASE 
PRONE 
Diarrhea is among 
the diseases directly 
linked to contaminated 
water.
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