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The Interrogation of Detainee 063

Visualising fifty days (23 November 2002 - 11 December 2003) 
of the interrogation log* of Mohammed al-Qahtani, 
Guantanamo Bay's Detainee 063 (currently still in custody).

How to read the visualisation

*Data source is the log as was republished in real-time as part of the 
‘Detainee 063’ project by Alan Trotter. (detainee063.com) 

 
The log was originally published by TIME magazine on 20 June, 2005.
(‘Inside the Interrogation of Detainee 063’, by Adam Zagorin and Michael Duffy)

Interrogation events 

Interrogation tactics that 

many consider to be inhumane

Basic requirements 

for health and wellbeing

Interrogation

sessions and tactics

general interrogation session

continuous loud music / white noise, 
played to agitate al-Qahtani

invasion of personal space by female 

interrogators, used to agitate al-Qahtani

sleep deprivation tactics, including sprinkling 
water on al-Qahtani’s head, making him stand 
upright, often while playing loud music

degrading treatment, including the forced 
wearing of a hood over the head or humiliating 
signs around the neck, the pinning of photographs 
of 9/11 victims or women in bikinis to clothing, 
the denial of opportunities to pray and the forced 
writing of letters of apology to 9/11 victims 
(among other examples)

medical check / medical treatment,

including regular monitoring of vital 
signs and administering IVs and 
enemas due to dehydration

toilet / hygiene break

exercise (walking with guard present)

prayer

sleep / rest period

hospital admission 

(brain scans, ultrasound analysis)

food or drink offered to detainee
note: not all food or drink offered was accepted by 
al-Qahtani as he was often on hunger strike

Each vertical bar represents one 
day of al-Qahtani’s interrogation. 
Days are in chronological order from 
left to right, and are read from top 
to bottom.

Events described in the 
interrogation log are 
positioned along the timeline.

Symbols indicating momentary 

events are placed at the beginning 
of their respective log entries, and 
always in the same vertical position 

Activities with a longer duration 

are represented by a filled bar

Grey timeline background

Multiple activities at once are 
represented by a divided bar 
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The Interrogation of Detainee 063

Visualising fifty days (23 November 2002 - 11 January 2003) 
of the interrogation log* of Mohammed al-Qahtani, 
Guantanamo Bay's Detainee 063 (currently still in custody).


