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Participant facing the camera at the

Table of Free Voices

Over the course of nine hours on

Saturday, September 9th, over 600 hours

of video were recorded of 112 conscious

creatives from 56 countries answering

questions raised online by the global

public - questions about globalization,

poverty, energy, war, capitalism,

democracy, technology and the

environment, questions about the future

of humanity and our Earth, questions

about ethics, questions (among much

else) about themselves - 100 questions

to seed an evolving biodiversity of

human wisdom, to be cultivated by all

(grown together, shared freely) online

and off.

A renowned Hungarian philosopher sat

beside a Tibetan soprano, a Maori elder

next to an Amazonian wilderness tracker,

the co-founder of Sun Microsystems

beside the author of 'The Global Soul', a

Tuvan shaman next to the director of

INDEX: Design, and so on, in an endless

round of globally conscious humanity,

come to speak on behalf of themselves

and others, to give generously of their

knowledge by engaging with 100

questions confronting their world and

ours (voiced on the day by a human

rights advocate and an artist - activist

Hafsat Abiola and actor Willem Dafoe).

Inside the round Table of Free Voices

Still photographs by Donata Wenders

Dropping_Knowledge

Five months ago, a historic square at the heart of modern Europe played host to a

small revolution heralding an age of global activism. Old east Berlin was the scene: a

place called Bebelplatz. Once used by Nazis to burn banned books, for one week in

September this imposing space was spanned by a giant table - a 38 metre-diameter

perfect circle - packed with 112 micro-computers, crowned with 112 digital cameras.

Convened by dropping knowledge, an international non-profit initiative to promote the

free and open sharing of the world’s knowledge, The Table of Free Voices united some

of the visionary social advocates of our time in a vivid celebration of cultural diversity

and creative dialogue. This was a round-table gathering for the global information

era, a fascinating convergence of interdisciplinary hearts and minds, of protagonists in

the fields of human rights and planet rights, corporate consciousness and ecological

sustainability, cutting-edge science and age-old wisdom-traditions, the arts and the

avant-garde.

Seemingly connecting the world in a single circle, this 'small revolution' was of the

geometrical variety. Not televised but live-streamed, it’s now rippling out in ever-

expanding concentric circles on the Internet - a cybercultural experience that invites

you to awaken to a new reality and a new responsibility: an acceptance of the

integral connectivity underlying the condition of existence and the inner desire to re-

vision yourself to help re-vision the world

accordingly.

Wanna be a part of it? Then, sometime when you have some time, drop by dropping

knowledge and empower yourself by asking yourself: Who is profiting from terrorism?

What can I do, and tell others to do, to stop global warming? What does the future

you want look like? What does courage mean now?

Phil Hoad
London, UK

Kin Woo
London, UK

Iphgenia Baal
London, UK

Joe Holden
Berlin, Germany

View all contributors

By email

By RSS what is an RSS feed?

The January playlist: Cold War Kids,
Uffie, Bloc Party, The Shins, Dimlite.

Go behind the scenes with the Uffie,
Justice and SebastiAn in Dijon.

Radio Free Hvana: an exclusive radio
show presented by DJ and producer
Howie B.

A unique video archive of 112 of the
most compelling creative minds of
our times.

The Paranoia exhibition looks at the
way media manipulates the real.

YSL's Le Smoking tuxedo, one of the
most influential fashion creations of
the last century.

Music:
Apache Beat

Photography:
Erin Barry

Illustrator:
Yoshinari Takahashi

Designer:
Francesca Versace
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CORNEL WEST

Cornel West is not your run-of-the-mill Princeton
professor. He's written a bestseller, Race Matters,
produced a rap CD and appeared in two of the Matrix
trilogy of films. He teaches religious and African-
American studies, and his involvement in the Civil
Rights movement spans decades.

"Dostoyevsky says that the responsibility of each and
every one of us is heavy, is burdensome, but it is
desirable and must be met. But, when we talk about
Aids in Africa, when we talk about Aids around the
world but especially Africa, it is our major
responsibility to do all that we can to wipe out this
epidemic, to cast the limelight on it, to come up with
some kind of vaccine; to call into question sometimes
the narrow interests of the pharmaceutical industry
that has not put a premium on a search for such a
vaccine; and to accent, to promote the efforts of
very gallant and courageous human beings around
the world who have been highlighting the Aids
epidemic both in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
States and Europe as well. One would hope that
governments would spend more money in searching
for the vaccine. One would think that leaders from
South Africa, where so much more leadership is
needed to hit this issue head on, to the United
States, where not enough focus on Aids has taken
place, to the European governmental officials, [could]
recognise that our destiny is inextricably woven with
the destiny of our fellow human beings who have
been victimised by the Aids epidemic and plague."

MAE-WAN HO

Professor of biochemistry Mae-Wan Ho serves as
scientific advisor to the Third World Network, where
she has helped to shape numerous influential
international agreements on genetic engineering, food
security, global warming and corporate involvement
in science, including the landmark Cartagena Protocol
on Biosafety (2000). Along with a dozen books, Mae-
Wan Ho has over 300 articles to her credit, including
the seminal 2003 report, The Case for a GM-free
Sustainable World. She is the editor of Science in
Society magazine.

"Aids in Africa concerns the whole world. In this day
of globalised travel, you cannot protect yourself
because it is an infectious disease and it is rampant
in Africa. It will spread to the rest of the world. So
obviously, it is our responsibility and we have to also
ask — the question of Aids is very complicated
because it's not just one disease due to the HIV
virus. It is a disease of an exhausted immune
system. It is a disease of poverty because when you
are malnourished, when you do not get enough to
eat, you get micronutrients and micronutrient
deficiencies, then your immune system is
compromised and there is a lot of evidence that
poverty accounts for the susceptibility of the African
populations to traditional diseases of the poor. And
again poverty is our responsibility. It is the
responsibility of those in the developed world who
over-consume the earth's resources."

WIM WENDERS

Academy Award-nominated for Buena Vista Social
Club (1999), winner of Cannes' Best Director award
for Wings of Desire (1987) and the Palme d'Or for
Paris, Texas (1984), writer-director Wim Wenders
first emerged as a leading light of the New German
Cinema in the 1970s.

"So much has been said about that and so many
good people have spoken up, it seems futile to add
anything. Bono has answered this question once, and
I quote him, because he has changed my perception
of Aids. He said, ‘Future generations will look at us
and would judge us for what we have done in a face
of this crisis.' We're all guilty in collaborating in mass
murder if we close our eyes and we do not respond
to the maximum of all possibilities. And I think we're
all far away from that maximum. Sometimes it is
important to form an opinion, to think ahead and
you may throw yourself into the future and look
back, throw yourself into the year 2050 and look
back at our time here and consider what we could
have done what we should have done. Consider the
worst, consider the apocalypse, and Aids can become
that apocalypse. And then ask yourself today, well,
why don't I do more, why don't I show more
compassion and passion. We should be afraid of what
the future generation will think of us. We should be
very afraid."

THENMOZHI SOUNDARARAJAN

Filmmaker Thenmozhi Soundararajan grew up in
Orange County, California, an area she calls a
"heavily Republican, suburban, strip-mall" where
"people were called 'nigger-bitch' to their faces".
From an Indian family once labelled Dalit or
"untouchable", Soundararajan has been involved with
grass roots activism all her life, fighting prejudice
relating to any and all caste systems by promoting
cultural diversity. Today she directs Third World
Majority, an NGO dedicated to using the new media
revolution to encourage social justice.

"Aids is not an African problem. Aids is a human
problem. When you look at the epidemic, it is the
epidemic of our times. One of the things when you
look at why the Aids epidemic has really hit Third
World countries, or particularly the African Continent,
is that it comes at the intersection of poverty,
illiteracy and really what you're looking at in terms of
corporate power. As people in the First World, I think
one of the things we have an ethical responsibility for
is to look at the corporations that are exacerbating
the problem. One of the things, it's one of the
criminal things I think around HIV and Aids, is that
for us in the North, particularly in the United States,
we see the Aids epidemic as being over because we
have access to drugs that can actually help people
and prolong their lives. But those same companies
that provide those drugs will not provide them free of
charge at a time when the epidemic is leaving
millions of children as orphans and decimating
countries throughout sub-Sahara and Africa. I think
that one of the things that we must really look at,
though, is that we have an ethical responsibility to
keep those corporations accountable and ask for a
lifting of copyright of patents that in the case of
humanitarian disaster, which is what we're seeing in
Africa, that we can actually provide drugs free of
charge so that families can continue to survive past
this epidemic. I think that the other thing that we
need to also look at is, what are the policies that our
governments exact on the continent of Africa that
allow poverty such at the level that when an
epidemic like that comes, systems that are already
vulnerable then become utterly devastated. If people
aren't concerned about it right now because they
don't have a relative that's dying, they don't have a
nation that's collapsing because of Aids. What they
need to look at then is what happens when you have
an entire generation raised by themselves without
parents, without proper family structures in the wake
of a disaster, and when you have that you have the
conditions for fundamentalism and you have the
conditions that lead to terrorism. So at some point,
we will have that circle lead back to us. So, while we
may not feel that initial violence, we will feel it later
in the end. And so, I think that it's critical that we
attack Aids and the crisis that it is, recognise it as a
human problem and really as a challenge for us. Just
as we took it as a challenge to reach the moon, we
should be able to take it as a challenge to solve the
Aids epidemic and solve it with the right
humanitarian aid to the countries and communities
that need it immediately. If we don't, we will bear
the burden of that as a human race."

On September 9 2006, 112 of the world's most compelling thinkers, artists, writers, scientists, social
entrepreneurs, philosophers and humanitarians from around the world came together in Berlin, Germany, as
guests of the organization Dropping Knowledge. Seated around the world’s largest table in Bebelplatz square,
these inspiring individuals engaged with 100 questions out of the thousands donated by the international
public. Here, we have picked four answers to just one of the questions: "Aids in Africa: how big is our
responsibility?" More here: www.droppingknowledge.org

WHY (RED)ALERT?

SOUTH AFRICA: THREE YEARS ON

RUSSIA: SEX, NEEDLES & ROUBLES

DROPPING KNOWLEDGE: FOUR VIDEOS OF
AIDS ANSWERS

UK: SAFER SEX AND YOUNG PEOPLE

RWANDA: (RED) AND THE GLOBAL FUND
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Am größten runden Tisch der Welt wurden 100 ausgesuchte Fragen
der Menschheit beantwortet

Als Auftakt sang ein Eskimo aus Grönland einen spirituellen Lobgesang. Neun
Stunden hatten Prominente aus Wissenschaft, Wirtschaft und Kultur Zeit, die
wichtigsten Fragen zu beantworten. Die Idee zu diesem Fragen- und
Antwortmarathon hatte Werbefilmer Ralf Schmerberg.

Ralf Schmerberg, Organisator

Den leisen Fragern Gehör verschaffen

"Die Leute, die hier herkommen, arbeiten alle zu
Themen, die sie mit ihrem Geist, ihrer Stimme
ausdrücken," sagt Ralf Schmerberg. "Es sind Leute,
die sich mitteilen, für etwas kämpfen, für die
Zivilgesellschaft stehen. Das ist eine Verstärkung,
wie eine größere Wattanlage, die hier aufgebaut ist,
damit man überhaupt noch in der heutigen

Gesellschaft durchkommt." Es geht darum, denen Gehör zu verschaffen, deren
Stimme meist untergeht. Auf der Suche nach dieser Gegenöffentlichkeit bereiste
Schmerberg alle Kontinente. Einfache Menschen, Philosophen, Antiglobalisierer
oder Kriegsgegner forderte er auf, die Frage zu stellen, die ihnen am
drängendsten erscheint. Einige dieser Fragen lauten: Warum gibt es so viele
Slums? Wie beeinflusst die Konsumgesellschaft unser Leben und unser
Denken? Warum hat Gott Lenin und Hitler geschaffen? Und jemand sagt: "Was
meine Frage ist? Ich habe keine Frage".

"Ich heiße Michael Schmidt, mein Künstlername ist Smudo", sagt der bekannte
Musiker. "Ist es wirklich so, dass jeder Versuch, die Welt gerecht zu machen, an
der Kreativität des einzelnen scheitern wird?" Herausgekommen ist die vielleicht
größte Fragensammlung aller Zeiten. Aus den 50.000 wurden per Internet-
Umfrage 100 Fragen für den runden Tisch ausgewählt. Pro Frage hatten die
Antwortgeber drei Minuten Zeit. "Man hat am Tisch gespürt, dass manche
Fragen den Tisch brennender als andere beschäftigt haben", sagt Ralf
Schmerberg. "Das kann man gar nicht 'mathematisch organisiert' sehen. Vieles
ist intuitiv und zufällig, einfach zusammengekommen. Das liegt in der Natur des
Projekts. Das ist auch nicht von irgendeiner Universität, die Leute jahrelang
knechtet. Wir sagen auch nicht, dies sind die wichtigsten Fragen der Welt. Das
macht die Presse gerade daraus. Wir sagen, das sind wichtige Fragen für die
Welt."

Dialog oder Monolog?

Die Fragen wurden verlesen, die Antworten
zeitgleich in 100 Kameras gegeben: "Sind Marken
mächtiger als Regierungen?" Filmregisseur Wim

Babylonisches Sprachgewirr
Wie ein runder Tisch die brennendsten Fragen der Menschheit beantworten will

Drei Aktivisten - Ralf Schmerberg aus Berlin, Cindy
Gantz aus Seattle und Jackie Wallace aus New York
haben mehr als 50.000 Fragen, die die Menschheit
bewegen, gesammelt und 1000 kluge Menschen
weltweit für deren Beantwortung nominiert. Das
Projekt nennt sich "Dropping knowledge". Am 9.
September 2006 wurden am Bebelplatz in Berlin am
größten Runden Tisch der Welt 100 ausgesuchte
Fragen beantwortet - von 112 Wissenschaftlern,
Philosophen und Künstern, darunter Bianca Jagger,
Wim Wenders, Avi Primor.

Kulturzeit: montags bis freitags,
um 19.20 Uhr

Global brutal?
Kulturzeit berichtet über die
Folgen der Globalisierung

Dropping Knowledge
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SpiegelOnline06/09/10



DROPPINGKNOWLEDGE

"GottmussReligionhassen"



Am"größtenrundenTisch"derWeltbeantwortetengestern112Prominente,Künstler
undAktivistenbeimProjekt"DroppingKnowledge"neunStundenlang100Fragen,die
dieWeltbewegen.WieweitdieAntwortenausBerlinhinausgetragenwerden,bestimmt
dieZahlderInternetUser.


BerlinDieSonneistwiederhinterdenWolkenverschwunden.DerSchriftstellerAbbasBeydoun
bietetBiancaJagger,dienebenihmfröstelt,seineWolldeckean.ÜberdemBebelplatzschwebtein
ZeppelinmiteinerKameradurchdieLuft.Siefilmtden"tableoffreevoices",denrundenTisch,an
demgerade112MenschendiehundertdrängendstenFragenunsererZeitmitdenKameras
erörtern.Gleichzeitig.JaggerundderlibanesischeSchriftstellerBeydounsindzweivonihnen.

EsistNachmittag,unddieFragerundedesProjekts"DroppingKnowledge"gehtinihresiebte
Stunde.74Fragensindbeantwortet,26müssennoch.EineKaffeepausesolldenTeilnehmernjetzt
neueKraftgebenoder,wieVeranstalterRalfSchmerberg,sagt:"Squeezeoutthelastdropsof
yourbrains".HansPeterDürr,Physiker,PazifistundTrägerdesAlternativenNobelpreises
resümiertaufdemWegzumKuchen:"Esistbemerkenswert,wieabhängigmanvondemGesicht
seinesGegenübersist,wieschwierigesist,immernurfürdieKamerazusprechen.Wennman
persönlichmitjemandemdiskutiert,kanndereinenspäteraufdenUnsinn,denmanerzählthat
festnageln".EsmacheihmeinwenigSorgen,dassdasnunhiernichtgehe,sagter.

100FRAGENFÜRDIEWELT:"EINRIESIGESENERGIEFELD"

• 

• 

• 
Fotostreckestarten:KlickenSieaufeinBild(3Bilder)

Esisttatsächlichso,dassbeim"tableoffreevoices"von"DroppingKnowledge"aufdemBerliner
BebelplatzjederfürsichselbstindiekleineKamera,dievorihmaufgebautist,spricht.Wasdie
SitznachbarnaufFragenwie"WelcheReligionhatGott"?,"WarumgibtesnochkeinenFriedenin
Nahost"sagen,bekommtkeinermit.WeiljederaufseineeigenenAntwortenkonzentriertistund
weilhierauchnichtdiskutiertwerdensoll,sondernWissenabgeworfenundÜberlegungenbereit
gestelltineinemLivestreamfürdasInternetunddamitfürdieWelt,glaubenundhoffendie
Organisatorenvon"droppingknowledge."EinInternetEventalso,mehralseinesfürdie

SPIEGEL ONLINE  2006/09/10
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Zuschauer,dieliveamBebelplatzdabeisind.GroßeLeinwände,aufdenendieGesichterder
denkendenProminetenzusehensind,gibtesnicht.
"DietotaleRevolutionistimmereinsam"

LediglichdieStimmendernigerianischenMenschenrechtsaktivistinHafsatAbsiolaunddes
amerikanischenSchauspielersWillemDafoeschallenüberdenPlatzanderjuristischenFakultät
beidelesenalledreiMinuteneineandereFragevor.

Dassjedernursichselbsthörtnichtallefindendasproblematisch.JonathanMeese,
Aktionskünstler,sagtunddabeiblitztbeiallerkünstlerischenÜberzeugungetwasSchelmischesin
seinenAugen:"Ichbinsehrdankbar,dassichnurmichselberhöre.DietotaleRevolutionistimmer
einsam."WasbisdahindiewichtigsteFragegewesensei?"GanzklarNummer63",meinterund
wühltinseinenUnterlagen.Nummer63istdieFragenachderwichtigstenunerzähltenGeschichte
derGegenwart.MeesesAntwortdarauf:"DassdietotaleRevolutionunmittelbarbevorstehtdann
wirdesnurnochKunstgeben,vielleichteinpaarTiere,dievermitteln.DieMenschenhabendann
nichtsmehrzusagen".

BisdahinhatdieMenschheitoderbesserdie112Menschen,die"DroppingKnowledge"nach
Berlingeladenhatnochetwaszusagen.Wasgenaudasist,seigarnichtsowichtig,findetder
libanesischeSchriftstellerAbbasBeydoun:DieInspirationwürdesichhierauftelepathischemWege
verbreiten.Dasseientscheidend."WieeinriesigesEnergiefeld",sagtaucheinevorbeihuschende
Teilnehmerin.

"SinddieVereintenNationenirrelevantgeworden?"

AberbeiallerInspirationderTeilnehmeramrundenTischdie,dieselbstnichtmitmachen,
erhaschenhäppchenweiseAntwortenvordenBildschirmenimGästeundPressezelt.Nurhier
werdenausschnitthaftproFrageeinpaarSätze,diedieLeuteamrundenTischsichüberlegt
haben,übertragen.WarumvieleLeutesicheinsamfühlten,obwohlessovieleMenschengebe,ist
einederhundertFragen.DiegriechischeTeilnehmerinElisabetSahtouris,dieüberbiologische
ThemengenausoarbeitetwieüberFragenderpolitischenWirtschaft,schlägtdenBogenzum
neuenLeben,dasebenStrukturenaufweise,dienichtmehraufGeselligkeitangelegtseien."Seit
auchgriechischeArchitektendieKüchenkleinunddieWohnzimmergroßbauen,fühlensichviele
FraueneinsamdennsiehabenihreFamilienichtmehrumsichherum",sagtsie.

DieGesichter,dieaufdemBildschirmimPressezelterscheinen,sindjetztmüde.IhreMünder
habenstundenlangAntwortengesprochen.AbereinpaarwichtigeFragenwartennoch:"Welche
ReligionhatGott?".RegisseurWimWendersistzusehen:NieseidieDiskrepanzzwischendem
eigentlichenZielderReligionundderArtwiesieinstrumentalisiertwürde,größergewesenals
heute.DieUSAetwahättendieReligiongekidnappt."GottmussReligionhassen",sagter.

EsistfastwieeinSchlusswort.AbiolaundDafoelesendieallerletzteFrageNr.101außerder
Reihe:"WasistIhrepersönlicheFrage?",wollensievonden112Teilnehmernwissen.Bianca
Jaggerfälltein:"SinddieVereintenNationenirrelevantgeworden?".

Dannistallesvorbei.303MinutenAntworten.DieTeilnehmerfallensicherschöpftindieArme.
BeydounumarmtJagger.JaggerherztDürr.UndMoniraRahmanausBangladesh,dieden
Menschenrechtspreisvonamnestyinternationalträgt,sagt,währendsiedenrundenTischverlässt:
"Wirmüssenjetztdranarbeiten,wiewirdieLeute,diehierwarenweiterfürunserenTraumvon
einerbesserenWeltzusammenarbeitenkönnen."










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(10settembre,2006)CorrieredellaSera

Scienziati,artisti,espertiadisposizionedelpubblicoallapiùgrandetavolarotondadel
mondo

BerlinometteinscenalaWikipediadellestar
LETEMATICHELedomanderiguardanoquestioniurgenticomeiconflittipoliticidel
mondo,ildirittoelamorale,lerisorsedelpianeta,lademocrazia,spiritualitàereligione
  
DALNOSTROCORRISPONDENTEBERLINOPerchénonc'èancorapaceinMedio
Oriente?Achiserveilterrorismo?Quandoènecessarioinfrangerelalegge?Lanostra
ricchezzadipendedallapovertàdelTerzoMondo?Laglobalizzazionefavoriscela
democraziaoladittatura?QualereligionehaDio?Cosasuccederebbeseognicinese
volesseun'automobile?Perchélaqualitàdelcibochemangiamoècosìcattiva?Perchéè
piùfaciletrovareunalattinadiCocaColaghiacciatacheunbicchiered'acquafresca?
Qualisonoinuovimitidicuiabbiamobisogno?Qualisonoitrevaloripiùimportantiche
dovremmotrasmettereainostrifigli?Cosapuòfarel'architetturapermigliorareilnostro
presenteeilnostrofuturo?Quandoecomesaràpossibilecollegareilcervelloumanoa
uncomputer?Domandedaunmilionedidollari,alcuneinquietanti,altreingenue,molte
scontateanchenellarisposta.Preoccupazioni,ansie,curiosità,speranzediunpubblico
planetarioriassunteincentoquesiti,selezionaticonunlavorodimesitramigliaiae
migliaia,incercadiriposted'autore.Adarleèunparterreinternazionaledell'
eccellenza,112frapensatori,scienziati,artisti,filosofi,paladinideidirittiumani,riuniti
intornoallapiùgrandetavolarotondamaicostruita.Un«happening»lungoungiorno
sullaAugustBebelPlatz,unodiqueiluoghiberlinesidovelaStoriainvecediparlarvisi
metteaurlare:quiJosephGoebbels,ilcapodellapropagandahitleriana,organizzòil
rogodeilibri«degenerati»,prologoallanottedellaciviltàchefulacifradelnazismo.Èil
progetto«DroppingKnowledge».Ènatoqualcheannofadall'iniziativadiungruppettodi
visionari,convintichelaconoscenzanondebbarimanerepatrimoniodipochi,néservire
soloscopitecnologici,industrialioscientifici,mavadaanchediffusa,usandolepossibilità
offertedallarete,perpromuovereicambiamentisociali,incoraggiarel'impegnoo
semplicemente«spezzarel'apatia»,comediceiltedescoRalfSchmerberg,unodei
fondatoriinsiemealleamericaneCindyGantzeJackieWallace.Ledomandesonostate
raccolteintornoaottotematichecentrali:iconflittipoliticinelmondo,ildirittoela
morale,lerisorsedelpianeta,lademocrazia,laspiritualitàelareligione,lacompatibilità
tracrescitaeconomicael'ambiente,ivaloridellenostresocietà,losviluppotecnologico.
Aleggerlesonoduespeakerd'eccezione,l'attoreWillemDafoeelabellissimanigeriana
HafsatAbiola,campionedell'emancipazionefemminileinAfrica.Alla«Tavoladellevoci
libere»,siedonofraglialtriWimWenderseBiancaJagger,ilfilosofofranceseEdgar
Morinel'exministrodegliEsteriisraelianoAviPrimor,la«peacemom»americanaCindy
SheehanelasuaomologarussaValentinaMelnikova,lasemplicemadrediunsoldato
chehasfidatoPutinealladomandasuchisonoivostrieroirispondefiera:«Martin
LutherKing».Ancora,ilregistaargentinoFernandoSolanas,l'artistatedescogiapponese
JonathanMeese,ilmagodeiconsulentid'impresaRolandBerger,loscrittorerussoViktor
Jerofejew,ilfisicotedescoPeterDuerr.L'unicoitalianoèOlivieroToscani,entusiastadi
questoesperimentopienodi«gentetrasversale»esempreprontoaqualchepiccola
provocazione:«Inunmondochecercaossessivamenteilconsensooilsuccesso,cheè
fattosoprattuttopervenderelecose,sifiniscesempreperprodurremediocrità»,dice
rispondendoaunadomandasulconsumismo.Toscanilamentacheinquestogeneredi
iniziative,gliitalianibrillinosoprattuttoperlaloroassenza.Altavolocisonoanche
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personaggimenoconosciuti,genteespertaoimpegnataneicampipiùdiversi,che«ha
qualcosadadire».Rispondonotuttiatutteledomande,ungiroditavoloperogni
quesito,11.200rispostechesuInternet(www.droppingknowledge.org)formerannola
basediuna«piattaformadellaconoscenza»ingradopoidiserviredariferimentoatutti
colorochenelmondovoglionoanimareun«dialogoglobale»suitemicentralidella
societàumana.TuttisonoinfattiinvitatiadareillorocontributoaDroppingKnowledge,
ponendoiloroquesitimaanchecercandodirispondereaquellideglialtri.
ValentinoPaolo  

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BayerischerRundfunk–06/09/09


   DergrößterundeTischderWelt

AntwortaufdiewichtigstenFragenderMenschheit

WardieWeltfrüherbesser?WirdesirgendwannkeinenKriegmehrgeben?
HabenTiereeineSeele?TraustDuDeinerRegierung?Viervonüber
zehntausendFragen,die"droppingknowledge"imLaufeeinesJahres
gesammelthat.DiehundertwichtigstenwurdeninBerlinvon112bedeutenden

Persönlichkeitenbeantwortet.Allerdingsgab'sgleich
zumAuftakteinePanne.

FürdieVeranstaltunghatteVeranstalter"dropping
knowledge"inBerlineinenriesigenrundenTischaufgebaut,
imStadtzentrumaufdemBebelplatz,gleichnebenderAllee
"UnterdenLinden".Andiesem"tableoffreevoices"nahmen
112TeilnehmerPlatz:WissenschaftlerundUmweltaktivisten,
aberauchUnternehmensberaterwieRolandBergeroderdie
RegisseureTerryGilliamundWimWenders.Fragenund
AntwortensolltendirektviaInternetzuhörenundzusehen
sein.Nur:DieWebsitederInitiativebliebzunächsteinmal
schwarz.DernachVeranstalterangaben"größteRundeTisch

derWelt"bliebersteinmaluntersich,derDialogmitMenscheninallerWeltentfiel
zunächst.

SchließlichlandetedieRundederFreigeisteraberdochnochimNetzunddieillustren
PromismachtesichansBeantwortenderFragen:IneinerweltweitenKampagnewaren
seitSeptember2005mehrals10.000VorschlägefürdieFragengesammeltworden.Am
Endeblieben100übrigfürdieBerlinerPromirunde.

VieleFragenundnochmehrAntworten

BiszumAbendbeantwortendieTeilnehmerdiehundert
Fragen.AnjedemPlatzrundumdenTischwarenjeeine
KameraundeinMikrofonmontiert,jedeAntwortwurde
aufgezeichnet.BeihundertFragenund112
TeilnehmernhabendieVeranstalterjetzt11.200einzelne
Videodateien,oderandersformuliert:rund762Stunden
Videomaterial.

Weitergeht'simInternet

Wohlniemandwirdsichdasallesanschauenwollen.DasDeutscheForschungsinstitutfür
künstlicheIntelligenzorganisiertdeshalbdieeinzelnenFragenundAntwortenineiner
komplexenDatenbank.DieInitiatorenvon"droppingknowledge"wollenihreWebSeite
sozueiner"livinglibrary",einer"lebendigenBibliothek"miteingebauterSuchmaschine
machen.Geldverdienenwollensiedamitnicht.DieRechteandenAufnahmenstellensie
deshalbderAllgemeinheitzurVerfügung.

NichtnurdieAntwortzählt

DieVeranstaltervon"droppingknowledge"wollteninBerlinnichtalleFragenderWelt
lösen.SiewolltenMenschendazuanregen,Fragenzustellenundzubeantworten,ihre
StandpunkteundIdeenauszutauschen.IhrZielist,eineweltweiteDiskussionüberdie

DerBebelplatzin
Berlin 

DieModeratoren 

13

dringlichstenProblemederWeltanzustoßen.DieInitiativehofft,dasssoneueGedanken
undLösungenfürProblemeentstehen.Deshalbsindnachdemersten"tableoffree

voices"weitereVeranstaltungengeplant.
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LaborfürsozialenWandel?

"Droppingknowledge"StartfürneuesWissensundDialogportal

WennandiesemSamstag112IntellektuelleausallenTeilenderErdeinBerlin
beisammensitzenund100wichtigeFragenunsererZeitbeantworten,werdenihre
AnsichtennichteinfachamHimmelüberdemBebelplatzverpuffen.Zeitgleichmit
derEröffnungdes"TableofFreeVoices",demmit38MeternDurchmessergrößten
RundenTischderWelt,fälltauchderStartschussfüreineneueWissensund
DialogplattformimInternet.

MitdemPortal"droppingknowledge.org"willdiegleichnamigeInitiativeeinenweltweitenDialog

überdie"drängendstenFragenderMenschheit"anstoßen.DieserIdeenAustauschimNetzsoll

wennesidealläuftkünftigzuneuenLösungenführenundsozialenWandelinGangsetzen."From

apathytoaction"vonApathiezumHandeln,sodasMotto.


WelcheReligionhatGott?

TausendeFragenvonMenschenausallenKontinentenhabendieGründervon"dropping

knowledge",derBerlinerWerbefilmerRalfSchmerbergunddieUSKünstlerinnenCindyGantzund

JackieWallace,imRahmenderKampagne"askyourself"zusammengetragen.100biszuletzt

geheimgehalteneFragenwurdenfürdenRundenTischalsbesondersbrennendherausgefiltert

perAbstimmungimInternetunddurchdasKünstlertrioselbst:WelcheReligionhatGott?Was

kommtnachdemKapitalismus?Oder:WerprofitiertvomTerrorismus?

DieAntwortendernuninBerlinversammeltenKreativenundQuerdenkerdarunterauch

ProminentewiederFilmemacherWimWendersunddieFriedensaktivistinBiancaJaggerliefern

daserstegeistigeFutterfürdenkünftigenDiskursimNetz.JederamRundenTischinBerlinspricht

seineAntwortfürsich,inseinerSprache.112digitaleKamerasundMikroszeichnendie

KommentarejedesEinzelnenaufinsgesamtmehrals600StundenFilm.Diesoentstehenden

AufnahmenwerdensowohlalsVideoalsauchalsTextinenglischerSpracheaufdemPortalvon

"droppingknowledge"verfügbarsein.

Wissenteilenundvernetzen

MitdemAnpfiffamSamstagmorgenkönnenzudemalleNutzerderPlattformihreeigenen

Antworteneintippen,oderganzandereThemenaufdenvirtuellenTischbringen.Denndavonlebt

"droppingknowledge":dasssichalleeinmischenundihrWissenteilen.DasPortallebeaberauch

voneinerneuartigenVernetzungvonDialogundWissen,sagtHansUszkoreitvomDeutschen

ForschungszentrumfürKünstlicheIntelligenzinSaarbrücken,wodiePlattformentwickeltwurde.

AndersalsbeidengängigenForenimInternetsei"droppingknowledge"miteinerumfangreichen

Datenbankverknüpft.
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"ExperimentvonHerzen"

WiesichdiePlattformkünftigentwickelt,müssesichohnehinerstnochzeigen,sagtUszkoreit.Von

einem"Experiment"sprachauchInitiatorRalfSchmerbergbeiderVorstellungvon"dropping

knowledge"amvergangenenDonnerstageinemExperiment,das"vonHerzen"komme.

Klaristjedenfallsjetztschon,dassdiemeistenMenschenindenärmerenRegionenderWeltin

naherZukunftnichtandiesemHerzensexperimentteilhabenwerden,zumindestnichtso

unmittelbar,wieesdenMachernvorschwebt:Lediglichdreivon100Afrikanernhabenderzeit

ZugangzumInternet,inAsiensindesmittlerweileimmerhinneunundinSüdamerika14von100

Menschen.DaswirftdieFrageauf:WarumprofitierenvorallemdieMenschenindenreichen

LändernvonderInternetDemokratie?VielleichtgibtesjaeinebefriedigendeAntwortbei

"droppingknowledge“.
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Giving voice to the world’s problems 

ILLAWARRA businessman Paul Knight is off to Germany today on what can truly be 
described as a mind-boggling trip. Mr Knight is one of 112 people picked from all parts of 
the world to take part in an inaugural thinkfest in Berlin. The chosen group will spend all 
day on September 9 seated around the world’s largest table in Bebelplatz Square to discuss 
100 questions submitted from around the globe. 

The “Table Of Free Voices” aims to break down international tensions through dialogue. 

ILLAWARRA MERCURY 2006/09/01
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20.09.2006 17:11 UhrBerlin to host global town hall - Europe - MSNBC.com
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Questions and answers at a table for the world
112 thinkers prepare to meet at global town hall in Berlin

droppingknowledge.org

The Table of Free Voices, seen here in a photo illustration, will be the site of a groundbreaking meeting
of thinkers from around the world in Berlin on Sept. 9.

By Michael E. Ross

Reporter

MSNBC
Updated: 5:10 a.m. ET Aug. 18, 2006

“Will China take over as the world's

superpower from the U.S.?” “Can humanity

improve itself without profit as a motive?” “Is it

possible to continue globalization without losing

our cultural identity?”

These questions — among 10,000 from people

around the world — will be winnowed down to

100, then submitted to some of the planet's

biggest thinkers, a sort of intellectual G-8 that will

gather in Berlin on Sept. 9.
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